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In 1969 The Women’s Division of the Dodge City Chamber 
of Commerce started a special fund for a lasting project, to be 
its part of Dodge City’s Centennial celebration. With the 
financial help of the Kansas Cultural Arts Commission, and 
the cooperation of and aid-in-kind by Dodge City Community 
College, the contribution of the Women’s Chamber to this 
very special year is the presentation of a permanent statue, 
honoring the women of Dodge City. 


The Cultural Arts funds made it possible for a six month 
artist-in-residency by the sculptor; a support service that 
allows the whole community to become involved with the 
artist and his media. The Dodge City Community College 
implemented the artist-in-residency program, and furnished 
the site and the base for the sculpture. 


The Women’s Division was organized in 1959 and chartered 
by the Midwest Conference of Women in Chambers of Com- 
merce in 1963. Its main purpose is community betterment; 
membership is open to any woman of the area. 


It is hoped that this Centennial statue, The Plainswoman 
will bring recognition and honor to all women: past, present, 
and future. 


The Sculptor 


Earl W. Shira, III, is twenty-seven years old, a native of 
Dodge City, and has a bachelor’s and master’s degree from 
Fort Hays Kansas State College. Shira has sold his work in 
thirteen states, given three one-man shows, been exhibited 
in four major shows, and has been Guest Artist at Kansas 
City Art Institute. He recently opened his own gallery in 
Dodge City. 


Concerning The Plainswoman Shira savs, “I feel this piece 
has been extremely successful, as it embodies both traditional 
and contemporary elements; those being figurative are 
traditional, and those areas which I have abstracted to some 
degree become more contemporary. The face, and the 
movement of the piece in general, lead one’s mind into 
thoughts of the fortitude of the women of Kansas. Yet The 
Plainswoman retains a triumphant grace through just this 
Same movement. As an artist, T feel honored to have been 
commissioned to create such a sculpture.” 


The Plaque 


The inscription on the plaque, “With the perseverance of 
the South Wind, I establish and nurture these plains,” was 
suggested by Sara Dyson, Dodge City—a tribute to the 
people of Kansas and our Indian legacy and name, the 


tribe of the South Wind. 
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